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SUB J : POLISH MINISTER OF CULTURE DIES 

1 . WARSAW JULY 6 DAILIES ANNOUNCED THE DEATH OF 
MINISTER OF CULTURE AND ART JAN MIETKOWSKI ON JULY 4. 

NO CAUSE OF DEATH WAS CITED IN THE OBITUARIES, BUT 

IT WAS WIDELY KNOWN THAT MIETKOWSKI SUFFERED FROM 
CANCER. HIS CONDITION WAS DESCRIBED AS TERMINAL, 

AND HE WAS REPORTEDLY ABSENT FROM HIS OFFICE, FOR 
SOME WEEKS PRECEDING HIS DEATH. 

2. PREVAILING RUMORS INDICATED THAT ZYGMUNT NAJDOWSKI, 
APPOINTED FIRST VICE MINISTER OF CULTURE AND ART 

IN JUNE. WILL SUCCEED MIETKOWSKI. NAJDOWSKI, WHO 

CAME TO HIS POST AT THE MINISTRY FROM TORUN, WHERE 

HE WAS FIRST SECRETARY OF THE VOIVODSHIP PARTY COMMITTEE, 

HAS HELD A NUMBER OF INTRODUCTORY MEETINGS WITH CULTURAL 
AND ARTISTIC FIGURES IN RECENT WEEKS. A WRITER WHO 
TOOK PART IN ONE OF THESE MEETINGS CHARACTERIZED 
NAJDOWSKI AS APPROACHABLE AND APPARENTLY WELL-INTENTIONED. 
BUT EVIDENTLY NOT YET TOO FAMILIAR WITH THE CULTURAL 
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SCENE IN THE CAPITAL. 

3. TWO OTHER NAMES IN THE RUMOR MILL ARE CULTURE 
VICE MINISTER WLADYSLAW LORANC 

AND KAZIMIERZ ROKOSZEWSKI, DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE DEPARTMENT FOR PRESS. RADIO AND TELEVISION. 
ROKOSZEWSKI IS SAID TO BE THE CHOICE OF JERZY 
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LUKASZEWICZ, PARTY SECRETARY AND THE LEADING PZPR 
HARD-LINE IDEALOGUE. 

SCHAUFELE 
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